
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Latest News from School 
 

I am sure by now that you will have heard that the Government are aiming for schools in England to open on 
June 1st for certain year groups; Reception, Year 1 and year 6.  Since the announcement last Sunday they have 
also added Nursery to the list of children.  The Government have issued lots of new guidance to help schools 
prepare for the re-opening, however amongst different communities, MPs, professional bodies and teachers’ 
unions there is a lot of deep concern over whether the time is right for this change and the mixed messages 
which are being given. 
 

We are being told daily that social distancing is an essential practice to prevent the spread of Covid 19, and yet 
the guidance to schools admits that early years and primary aged children cannot be expected to follow social 
distancing rules of remaining two metres apart from each other.  Instead of following what every other 
organisation open to the public is doing – we are being asked to work through a ‘hierarchy of measures’ that 
are:  

 Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms (of course not everyone shows symptoms) 

 Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices  

 Regular cleaning of the setting (thankfully we have amazing cleaners who are already working hard to 
deep clean school each week) 

 Minimising contact and mixing  
 

To take children back into our setting there will need to be a rigorous action plan in place which I will be 
working on with Senior Team members and governors.  As far as I can predict at the moment, children will 
only be allowed to come back to school in small groups which will mean possibly a part time timetable initially 
in order to ensure the safety of the whole school community.  The advice is that children will be in a small 
group in one room with one teacher for the whole day, movement around school will be extremely limited; we 
may even need the children to eat their lunch in their designated room.  Equipment and resources will be 
limited and they will need to be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each session.   
 

We will also have to stagger arrival and collection times for children in order to allow protocols to be met in 
limiting adult contact with each other and other children.  To minimize contact only one family member can 
drop off/collect children (you will be given a specific time) and no one can stay on school site as soon as drop 
off/collection has happened.  The family members will be expected to maintain government measures for 
social distancing. 
 

Key worker children will still be able to come to school if they are not in the designated year groups for child 
care.  
 

It is indeed a worrying time for everyone.  I am sure that children being at home is no doubt becoming a little 
stressful especially at a time when more people are being expected to return to work.  We all want the 
children to be back at St Thomas’s – I can’t tell you how much we have all really missed seeing the children!  
But I am sure you will agree with me that being safe and reducing the chances of contacting and passing on 
this terrible virus is essential still.  We want to ensure that any return to school will be as safe as we can 
manage, so please do bear with us as we try to get through the next few weeks and to plan for school to 
welcome back children. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

To all Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 parents 
 

Please could you email/contact school to inform us: 

 whether you intend to send your child to School on the 1st June 

  if you have any concerns over sending your child to school  

  if we should be aware of any family health issues which we might need to add to  
any risk assessment we need to complete. 

 
Email address: head@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk or admin@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk 
 
Thank you for all you are doing in home-schooling and ensuring your lovely children are being kept safe.  
 
 

Stay safe and best wishes, 
 

Maggie Cole 
 

M Cole 
Headteacher 
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