
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email sarah.cunliffe@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk                                              9th September 2021 

Dear Parents 

What a wonderful start your children have made at St.Thomas’s School. We are thrilled with how well they 

have settled and how ready to learn they are. 

I thought it would be useful at this stage to give you a little more information.  

I have lots of exciting topics and visits planned for this year. 

 

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Harvest/Autumn Traditional Tales Castles 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Time to Celebrate Growth and Change The Seaside 

Visits Visits Visits 

St Thomas’s Church 

Kendal Library 

 

Sizergh Farm 

Leighton Moss 

Kendal Museum 

Kendal Castle 

Carlisle Castle 

Seaside at Hest Bank 

 

PE will start on Wednesday 14th September and will be every Wednesday morning. On PE days the children 

will wear their PE uniform to school and stay in it all day. More information on the PE uniform can be found 

on Tapestry on the uniform video. 

 

Guided Reading will take place on Mondays and Thursdays. The children will be taught reading strategies in 

a group and will then bring the book home to practise them with you. We will keep you informed of what we 

have taught the children  by writing a comment on the GoRead app. Please feel free to communicate with us 

about your child’s reading by using the app and making a comment. The first books we send home will be 

books without words to encourage them to get to know the characters and have a go at talking through the 

pictures. Your child will need a book bag and these can be ordered from our uniform suppliers. There is 

more information on ordering at the school office. 

 

I would like to invite parents to watch a video on Tapestry that will be available on Tuesday 28th 

September  where the teaching and learning of reading will be explained in more detail with guidance on 

how you can support your child at home. 

 

A number of children have been asking if they are allowed to have milk at snacktime.  Many of you have 

already registered for the ‘Cool Milk’ scheme but if you haven’t done this yet and you would like your child 

to have milk, forms are available from Mrs Cunliffe or Mrs Gibson. Milk can also be ordered online. 
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We are going to start Forest Schools on Friday 24th September. When Forest School starts children will 

need a set of waterproofs, warm clothes and wellies. Miss Bryson will run the Forest schools session and 

will take out half the class at a time. This means that the children will do Forest Schools on alternate 

weeks.  

 

As many of you are aware I am the Deputy Head Teacher as well as the reception class teacher. This 

means that I have management responsibilities which take me out of the classroom on Tuesdays. Mrs 

Knowles will join Mrs Gibson in the reception class on Tuesdays. 

 

As a Church school, we feel it is important that each class in school has a ‘value’ which will link to whole 

school Collective Worship. Our value is Thankfulness. We will be discussing what this means, how the bible 

and other faiths can teach us about Thankfulness and how we can transfer this learning into our everyday 

lives. We also have a whole school value of Friendship which the children will learn more about. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that if your child is ill, particularly with any 

symptoms of COVID- 19 (temperature of 37.8 or above, new continuous cough, change to or loss of sense 

of taste/smell) they must be kept at home for 10 days or tested for COVID-19 before returning to 

school. If you take a COVID 19 lateral flow test at home you must send the results to NHS track 

and Trace and email their response to the school office admin@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk. We cannot 

allow children back into school without a record of the response from Track and Trace. Current 

guidance states that any child in school showing symptoms must be sent home immediately. Thankyou for 

your understanding. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns at any time please do not hesitate to discuss them with me. I am 

always available for a quick chat in the morning and at hometime or if you need longer please let me know 

via email or through Tapestry.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Sarah J Cunliffe    

 

mailto:admin@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk

