
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher, Mrs Maggie Cole 
 
January 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back to Year 5 
I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and you are refreshed and ready for another 
exciting term. Below are some important dates and a reminder of information given at 
the beginning of this academic year. 

Numeracy and Literacy  
Children will follow the national mathematics and English Curriculum through a daily 
lesson. In addition to this, children will complete a guided reading session and spelling 
sessions throughout the week. Children will complete a spelling test each Thursday. 
 
Themes 
We will be covering many aspects of the National Curriculum through themes. These 
themes will be taught mainly in the afternoon, although some of our English and 
mathematics will be linked to our themes and taught at other times during the school 
day. Theme for this term will be ‘Conflict’, focusing on history and art and design 
objectives. 
 
Main Topics for the Spring Term 

 Science:  Forces/ Properties and changes in materials 
 Computing: Creating Media/ Programming 
 Art: clay sculpture 
 PE: Gymnastics/ Tennis 
 RE: Salvation 
 History/ Geography: Conflict through history 
 PSHE: Looking out for others/ Enterprise/ Young Leaders Award 

Homework 
It is essential in Year 5 that all children continue to organise themselves and work 
independently. The setting of homework is therefore excellent preparation, 
particularly for the transition to secondary school. Grammar, maths and spelling  



 

  

homework will be given on Thursday and will need to be completed via See saw, and 
returned by the following Thursday. The children will be given one Home Learning 
project each term, which will link to their Theme work. We appreciate all your support 
with completing homework. If your child is struggling to complete homework, please ask 
them to tell me, and I will help to get them started. 
 
PE 
The children will have one PE lessons during the week. It is important the children come 
to school wearing the correct kit every Tuesday (trainers, pumps, white or blue T shirt 
and navy or black shorts/ tracksuit bottoms). All children must take part in PE as it 
is part of the National Curriculum and it is important for them to build on previous 
skills taught. If a child is unable to take part in PE for medical reasons, then a written 
note should be sent via See saw to the class teacher.  Please label all uniform and kit as 
this helps cut down on lost property.  

Visits/ Important Dates 
This term we will have… 

 Clubs start- week beginning Mon. 24th January 
 Break up for Half Term Holiday- Fri. 11th February 
 Back to school- Mon. 21st February 
 World Book Day- Thurs. 3rd March 
 Last day of term- Fri. 1stApril 

Year 5 Leadership Award 
Throughout this term, children will be involved in voluntary activities, working towards 
their leadership values of courage, determination, inspiration, friendship and 
compassion. This will be taught through the ‘Young Leaders Award’, which was 
something we started last year because we were unable to carry out our usual 
leadership activities. It gives the children the opportunity to think about how they can 
make a positive difference to their local community and also the wider world by raising 
money and volunteering their time to help others. There are a number of structured 
lessons that will be taught this term. We have decided to continue to use this as it fits 
in with past activities that we have completed, involving skills in volunteering and 
enterprise. 
 
If at any time during the term you have questions or concerns, please contact me via 
See saw or my school email: chris.newton@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk 
I look forward to continuing to work with you and your child this term. 
 
 
 
Chris Newton         
 


