
 

  

 

 

 
 

Headteacher, Mrs Maggie Cole 
 
September 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to Year 5 
I hope you all had a safe and happy summer and you are feeling positive and 
relaxed about your child returning to school. I am looking forward to working with you 
and your child. We will continue to make appropriate changes to how we structure 
our school day, making sure all the children are safe, and as advice from the 
government is given to school, I will endeavour to keep you informed. 

Numeracy and Literacy  
Children will follow the national mathematics and English Curriculum through a daily 
lesson. In addition to this, children will complete a guided reading session and 
spelling sessions throughout the week. Children will complete a spelling test each 
Thursday. 
 
Themes 
We will be covering many aspects of the National Curriculum through themes. These 
themes will be taught mainly in the afternoon, although some of our English and 
mathematics will be linked to our themes and taught at other times during the school 
day. Theme for this term will be 'Land of the Free', focusing on geography, history 
and art objectives about North America. 
 
Reading Challenge 
There will a reading challenge set in Year 5 and children must read five times each 
week for eight weeks to receive a certificate and a prize. The children design and 
make a book mark, which is laminated, and they stick a sticker on it each week that 
they read five times. Once they have collected their eight stickers, the certificate and 
book mark are presented to them during a whole school assembly. Please 
encourage your child to read at home regularly. In school this year, rather than using 
paper reading records, we will be recording your child’s reading within an app called 
‘Go Read’. More information about this will follow soon. Please encourage your child 
to record their reading within their user page just like they would in their reading 
record book. 
 
Main Topics for the Autumn Term 

 Science:  Earth and Space/ Forces 
 Computing: Sharing Information/ Creating Media 
 Music: Livin’ on a Prayer/ Classroom Jazz 1 
 Art: Self Portraits and American Cities using painting and drawing 
 PE: Tag Rugby/ Hockey  



 

  

 RE: What do Christians and Muslims understand about the need for 
thankfulness in their lives/ Incarnation 

 PSHCE: Dealing with challenges and Mental resilience 
 History/ Geography: North America 
 DT: Food 

Homework 
It is essential in Year 5 that all children begin to organise themselves and work 
independently. The setting of homework is therefore excellent preparation, 
particularly for the transition to secondary school. I will set three pieces of homework 
each week, starting on Thursday 9th September and this will be found in the activities 
section of See saw. This will include: a piece of grammar, punctuation and spelling 
homework; a piece of maths homework; and a set of spelling, all of which will be 
covered in class that week. I will give a paper copy of the spellings each week and 
this should be brought home for your child to learn. 
Also, your child should use TT Rockstars to learn their times tables to 12 x 12, and 
be encouraged to read at home throughout the week. 

PE 
The children will have one PE lessons during the week. This term, PE will be on 
Monday and your child should come to school wearing their PE kit for the whole 
school day. It is important that the children wear the correct kit (trainers, a PE hoodie 
or school jumper, a blue T shirt and navy or black shorts/ tracksuit bottoms).  
All children must take part in PE as it is part of the National Curriculum and it is 
important for them to build on previous skills taught. Any child unable to take part in 
PE for medical reasons must be provided with a written note to hand to the class 
teacher.   
 
Swimming 
Swimming lessons will happen in the Spring term. 
The aims of these lessons are to build children’s confidence in aquatic activities and 
give the children the best opportunity to meet the minimum 25 metre swimming 
requirement by the end of year 5. Children will be assessed and grouped according 
to their ability, working through a number of varying distance awards. Some children 
will aim to complete SEAL 1 and 2 awards by the end of the Spring term. The 
awards they receive may be different to those achieved by children in their swimming 
lessons outside of school. 
 
Year 5 Leadership Award 
The Leadership Award will continue this year, and your child will be involved in a 
number of activities, including walking, camping, team games, volunteering and 
enterprise. They will work towards gaining experiences of our Leadership Values: 
friendship, compassion, courage, determination and inspiration. 
 I am in the process of booking our trips to Halifax, Rydal and Water Sports' Day. I 
have booked our first trip to Elterwater, which will take place on Thursday 7th 
October. I will send a separate letter that will explain further:  what the Year 5 
Leadership Award is; the costs involved and how to pay; and how it will benefit your 
child. Also, there will be a separate letter for each trip, giving information about what 
will be happening and any kit your child will need to bring. 



 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to ask anything about this school 
year. The best way to contact me to ask any questions and discuss matters that 
arise in the term is at: chris.newton@stthomas.cumbria.sch.uk, or you can send me 
a message through See saw. I have included the login details for Seesaw as this will 
be where I will post messages and relay any important information, so please make 
sure you have access to your child’s account. 
 
I look forward to working with you and your child this year. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Chris Newton         
 


